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Having therefore obtained help of God, | continue unto this day, 

witnessing both to small and great, saying none other things 

than those which the prophets and Moses did say should come 
(Acts 26:22). 


Introduction 

Luke is often associated as the main author of the Acts of the 
Apostles. However in this particular section we have the mighty 
apostle Paul describing his method of preaching the gospel of 
Jesus the Messiah. Using strong historical facts such as the 
prophets and Moses. Truth will always stand the test of time. 


The present is linked to the past 

Jesus also witnessed to all people present, in whatever place 
he was in. He made light to shine into the shadows that lurked 
in the hearts of great and small. He linked the present with the 


past. He referred to the past prophets and the ministry of 
Moses, and others too. 

Jesus was personally interesting and positive rather than boring 
and negative. He was a superb preacher, bringing heavenly 
truth to people wrestling with sin and wrong doing. He was and 
is the answer to every human question and need. He brings the 
eternal past into the immediate present, and immediately links 
the immediate present to the eternal future. We have a living 
everlasting moving circle of truth and life. It is bigger than the 
measure of our minds. 


We are called to be witnesses 

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth (Acts 1:8). This scripture is our 
crystal clear directive to preach and declare the saving gospel 
of Jesus Christ to the peoples of the entire world. 


Fellowship of Evangelists and Ministers 

Along with members of the Fellowship of Evangelists and 
Ministers | have accepted the call to be participating in outreach 
and preaching work in Jesus’ Name. 


Suitable places to witness 

| guess there is no unsuitable place to witness, rather all places 
in the right conditions are suitable to witnessing the saving 
gospel of Jesus Christ. Be my witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea 
and Samaria. Be my witnesses in London, Liverpool and Leeds. 
| am very much involved with the world renowned hospital 
called St. James Teaching Hospital, which is very near to my 
home in Leeds. The medical staff are helping and kindly 
supporting me in cancer management. Cancer opens up many 
wonderful opportunities to witness the gospel. Hospitals are 
places of questions and answers. Notes written in biro by 
medical staff. Tears on cheeks matched by smiles and laughter. 


Terminal talk can be linked the truth of eternal heavenly 
matters. Palliative care can be linked to having the gentle peace 
of God in our hearts. 


Doctors and nurses are mentioned in the Bible 

Luke the author of the third Gospel and the Book of Acts, was a 
physician. Paul in Colossians 4:14 described Luke as the 
“beloved physician.” Dr. Luke was a constant companion and 
perhaps physician to Paul who seemed to have chronic health 
problems. In one of Paul’s last letters to his young protege 
Timothy he writes: “...only Luke is with me” (2 Timothy 4:11). 
Jesus said, 'It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick' 
(Matthew 9:12). Jesus recognised that sick people need 
doctors. He did not condemn using doctors and ‘earthly 
remedies’. Yes, Jesus performed many healing miracles while 
he was on earth. He is the great physician. 

There were two Hebrew nurses who helped the Israelite women 
give birth. They were named Shiphrah and Puah (Exodus 1:15.) 
But we were gentle among you, even as a nurse cherisheth her 
children (1 Thessalonians 2:7.) 


Witness on the hospital ward 

Dr. John who lived at Skipton asked me many personal 
questions about my condition and later about my interests and 
activities. | do a little watercolour painting. Grow plants and 
flowers from seed in my 6’x6’ greenhouse. Write saving gospel 
ministry on my Facebook page each morning. It was easy 
conversation. Dr. John attended an evangelical church on the 
borders of Skipton. Doctor and patient with Jesus as Saviour 
giving us a spiritual bond. 

Nurse Sheila who lived at Manchester did the same. Sheila put 
the cannula into my arm and set up the intravenous iron 
infusion, later she set up the three hour blood infusion unit. 
Really steady treatment. The blue curtains kept swishing open 
and then closing with medical staff checking all was well. | told 
Sheila | had attended Theological Bible College at Didsbury in 


Manchester many years ago. She knew of it in Didsbury. Links 
in our lives. She listened when | witnessed about the saving 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the significance of the Cross 
of Calvary. The blood infusion was a good background to our 
conversation. 

Finally let me mention the elderly couple obsessed with bottles. 
He was very quiet. She was very fussy. There was a mystery 
about them. They lived in York and spent all their holidays in the 
Greek Islands. The Island they stayed on apparently collected 
hundreds of bottles containing hand written messages and 
thrown in the sea from different parts of the world. They weren’t 
over impressed when | said the New Testament scriptures were 
written in the Greek language and the Old Testament scriptures 
written in the Hebrew language. They were more bottle people 
than book people! 


Conclusion 

So our Christian witness will continue in future days with more 
hospital visits. The blue curtains will swish again. More 
conversation will undoubtedly take place. 

May the Lord be glorified and exalted through our witness. 


Every blessing 
Frank. 


Mathew 1:21 KV 


AND SHE SHALL BRING FORTH A SON, AND 
THOU SHALT CALL HIS NAME JESUS: FOR HE 
SHALL SAVE HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR SINS. 
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Putting God First 


By Richard Hardy 


Do You Have A ‘To Do List’? 
Deuteronomy 6:5 


Matthew. 22:36-37 


A ‘To Do List’ is a list of things you must get done, a list of jobs 
you have to complete, people you have to contact. It is 
something | like to use, especially when I’m not always the 
greatest at remembering things. A ‘to do list’ helps me to 
prioritise things. What's most important is ... what do | really 
need to get sorted today? In life it is important that we have 
priorities. What are the important things that | must do today? 
God's presence with us each and every day should be top 
priority. It should be the one thing that we just cannot do 
without. To start the day with God, to know God's presence and 
leading through the day, and to end the day with God. To start 
the day with prayer and some scripture is a wonderful thing and 
helps us get focused on Him. Putting God first at the beginning 
of the day. 


Psalm 63:1 O God, thou art my God; early will | seek thee: my 
soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and 
thirsty land, where no water is. 

Here we read how David was seeking God early! When we do 
this, | believe He helps us through all the trials and tribulations 
of the day. We have the inner strength to deal properly with 
things because we have started the day in the right way. Putting 
God first in our commitment to Him. Putting God first when 
facing any problems, difficulties and tough decisions. 


God Bless you! 
Pastor Richard. 
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And All That * 


By Gary J. Hall 


2022 has been a tough year on many levels, and I’m not really 
saddened to see it come to an end. | began the year with 
another bout of crippling sciatica that meant that | was virtually 
bedridden for almost four months. Then at the end of March | 
had a heart attack which put me in hospital for a week until they 
fitted me with a stent. Life has changed for me since then, 
especially now I’m prescribed eleven tablets a day. I’m on all 


kinds of medication for the heart and cholesterol, but the blood 
thinners are the most problematic for me. | dread shaving or 
cutting myself as | bleed for hours afterwards. | have to make 
sure that shave the night before going anywhere. After finally 
getting an MRI, (it’s amazing what a heart attack can do!), they 
found that one of my discs was impinging on a nerve, thus the 
pain in my leg. Thankfully the sciatica is ebbing away, but 
sometimes it feels like it’s two steps forward, one step back 
(pun intended). 

My commentary on Hebrews is finished and with the chief editor 
(Margaret). | had aimed at getting this published by July this 
year, but it looks like it will be early in the New Year. The 
commentary ended up being over 300 A4 pages long, which 
equates to around a 700 page book. Initially | will publish it on 
Amazon as a ebook, but hopefully | will get it into print. 

| am working on translating the Bishops’ Bible 1568. This was 
the Bible used by the church prior to the Authorised Version, 
and it’s obvious that the translators made great use of the 
Bishops’ Bible. Nevertheless, the text is extremely awkward and 
inconsistent throughout. It’s amazing to see how many ways 
they can spell a simple word like “said”. My translation of this 
Bible will put it into modern English wherever a direct equivalent 
word can be used, but | am leaving the “thees and thous” in 
place. The Bishops’ Bible uses some words that | am convinced 
the translators invented, for I’ve found many that are totally 
unknown today. In such cases | have defaulted to the King 
James Version, since it is its nearest relative. | am presently up 
to 2 Samuel and expect the whole Bible to be completed 
around this time next year. The Bishops’ Bible has never been 
modernised, probably due to its readability issues; few know 
anything about this important book. My hope is to open it up to 
those interested in older versions and others who want to read 
texts that are not corrupted by today’s unholy thought. 


Preache the worde, be instant in season, out of season: 
Improue, rebuke, exhort in all long sufferyng and doctrine. For 


the tyme wyll come, when they shall not suffer wholsome 
doctrine: but after their owne lustes, shal they whose eares 
itche, get the an heape of teachers: and shall turne away their 
hearyng from the trueth, and shalbe turned vnto fables (2 
Timothy 4:2-4 untranslated). 


Please pray with me regarding these projects and that the Lord 
would use them for His glory. 


Margaret and | wish you a 
blessed Christmas and victorious New Year. 


i Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring 
forth a son, and they shall call his name 


Emmanuel, 
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